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ponuposition s well sat forth whiort p
dues not treat nniversal history as a colleetion of i
dependent yocords of different cmpires, but as i
connecteld story of the genoral progross ol
buman race, It is only upon this broad philos
phical plan that o great history wonlid hie attemnpted
in our day, and it is ouly in onr day thuotlits noliey e
mont, so far as ancient history is concerne al, b
Tieon made possible,  The diseovery of baeried edt s
amd their mounments, te progress of arel: ologieal
inteypretation and the scientibic study of plitlalogy,
Thave thrown o flood of light upon the remete vist,
earvied baek the ora st which genuine history oun
be said to Legin, itlostrated the sigoifieance of nmuany
eolebratol events, amd obliged us to revise many
time-honorell opinfons,  Herr von Ranke. makiog
thorongh nse of all the resnlts of moderninvestica
tion, aims to show the rise and development of groat
pations, the political contests which huve affbet d
their cireos, thoir material and social advances, the

growth il mflucnce esp chnlly of thely religions
fdeas, o their action and teaction npen one ine
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other in the Mistory of huw
schema prhraces, therefore, o d
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pluining sehy hie hos gudertalken i history on suel a
large and exacting plan, he saya: © My point of
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swith minn,  In the Masaie cosmogony, on the other
wnd, the elements, plants; and aninils are eullod
riutu beiug i) i BILPIEN intelligent Will, whicl
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Lstrnet iden of species, whereas otlier crentures
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Ithe descent of soins trom the sun and others from
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